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& THE SHE-CAMEL OF ALLAH

A long time ago, there lived a tribe named Thamud (Samud) near Syria. Allah has
. granted this tribe the skill of stone carving. They lived among hills and they had
.~ carved homes out of these hills for themselves. These sturdy homes kept them safe
. from storms, strong winds and other adverse aspects of nature like heat and cold,
The Thamud were very proud of their homes.

Allah had also granted them a lot of wealth and they were great in number. Instead
of being grateful to Allah from these blessings, the Thamud lost their way..
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: They made idols of stone and began to worship them. To bring them towards the
Right Path, Allah sent Hazrat Saleh ( #it) as His mes senger among them.

When Hazrat Saleh (%4t ) declared himself a prophet and asked the people to give up
idol worship, they refused. They asked him to produce a miracle for them so that they
could test the veracity of his claim. Being more specific, they asked Hazrat Saleh
(r+1%) to issue a she-camel from a rock. According to their demand the she-camel
should had a black forehead and white hair, and it should give birth to a baby
immediately after coming out.
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They said that if Hazrat Saleh (i) performs this miracle they would submit to his
creed. Allah Almighty commanded Hazrat Saleh ((1e) to have the Thamud pledge
that they shall never harm the she-camel. Upon Hazrat Saleh's ( pds) asking, the
Thamud pledged so. Hazrat Saleh (-t ) prayed to Allah and lo! The rock split open
and a She-camel emerged. It was just like the Thamud had specified. It immediately
gave birth to a baby which was as big as its mother. The mother and the child then
began to graze in the nearby forest.
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Even after seeing this miracle, most of the Thamud refused to submit. They said that

Hazrat Saleh ( -4 ) had performed some sort of magic. However, their leader
embraced Hazrat Saleh's (%4t ) faith.

The She-camel began to live there. The Thamud used to get their water from a nearby
natural spring. Whenever the She-camel came {o drink Lhere, she consumed all the
water in the spring, which was later filled again by the grace of Allah. But in return,
she gave as much milk as much she drank. The whole tribe daily filled their water-
skins from the milk and made cheese and ghee from it. They added to their wealth by
selling these products in the city.




J”buf:c{:&ﬁl/uﬂ_émjfﬁd*/.c-dbb:/'b’_y/‘)%{é_T_j)d’,lJijfupﬁ&l..er;i-}‘L e
W SR UE L e iy
{;LJLUL‘!'JLC_’JJH;(J;{J’LUJ)Kc‘L&)bffu}g!‘LL’ﬂ))'é..&I‘vd:&&bb*(cﬂﬁ'.(cc}:}(g{gUJugfﬂ
i A Sl il 15 e FrdomseS s B Bk bl i Stk i

The miraculous qualities of the She-camel swayed several mén of Thamud to the side
of Allah. This became a cause of great worry for the non-believers. To prevent people
from convertingto Allah's creed, they decided to kill the She-camel.

S0, one day, at the pretext that the She-camel drinks up all their water and scares
their catlle, the non-believers attacked and killed her. Her child saw this and began to
cry. Suddenly, the rock from which the She-camel had emerged, split open again and
the child went inside it. The rock closed up again.
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Hazrat Saleh ( #4t) told the disbelievers that they have killed a blessed animal sent
by Allah, and they have broken their pledge. Now they shall be subject to Allah's
wrath after three days. On the first day, the color of their faces shall turn to yellow; on
the second day, it will become red and on the third day, it will become black. And then
they all shall die.

The non-believers did not believe him at first but the first day arrived and their faces
turned yellow. This was enough to prove the truth of Hazrat Saleh's (4 ) words.
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Sick with fear and anxiety, they waited for two more days. As was promised, their
faces first turned red and then black. They begin to wailand weep, but itwasof no use
now. At the command of Allah, the archangel Hazrat Jibraeel (Gabriel) (4t ) arrived
and brought a devastating earthquake with him. The big and strong homes of the
Thamud, which had kept them save from natural calamities, collapsed over their

heads and they disappeared forever under the rubble. Only Hazrat Saleh (4% ) and
his followers were spared.
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The people of Thamud were given everything by Allah. They had wealth: they had
natural resources; they were given valuable skills and they were blessed with
strength of numbers. But they forgot who their true Benefactor is and lost their way.
When Allah sent His messenger to guide them towards Allah, they persisted on their
~ wrong ways and became even more defiant. When someone takes this path, it surely
leads them towards doom and destruction, as it took the people of Thamud.




