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These rulers were not only refusing to accept Allah's creed but also stopped their
subjects from going towards it Whoever embraced Allah's creed was subjected to the

oppression of the rulers. One such rujer was Decius who wished his people to leave
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Allah's creed and to begin worshipping idols again. Those who refused to obey his
command were tortured to death.

There was a city named Ephesus in the kingdom of Decius which was becoming a,
major center of Allah's creed at that time. When Decius heard that people of this city
are leaving idolatry for Allah's creed, he himself went there and ordered the people to
abandon Allah's teachings and revert to their former beljefs.

Those who were weak of faith panicked and started worshipping idols again. Those
who refused to do so, were arrested and afterwards tortured to death. Among the
arrested, there were some young men who belonged to families of high social
standing. Decius didn't deem it wise to immediately kill them and ordered them to
revert to the faith of their forefathers. The young men refused to do so.
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Decius gave them a day to ponder their decision and said that if they kept on refusing
after this time, they shall be subjected to a painful death regardless of their ancestry;

Traditions describe the number of these young men as seven or five or three. When
they came out of Decius's court, they consulted among themselves about what to do
now. After a long discussion, they decided to leave the city and take refuge in a cave.
They intended to return after Decius left. Having decided that, they set out on the
road leading out of the city. On their way, they met a shepherd who was a man of faith.
When he heard that they intend to take refuge in a cave to escape the oppression of
Decius, he too joined them. The shepherd had his loyal dog with him. In some
accounts, the name of this dog is said to be “Qatmir”.
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The hills outside the city contained spacious caves. The young men, with the dog,
took refuge in one of the caves. Finding some relief after arriving here, they began to
offer prayers to Allah. Allah's command arrived and they fell asleep. All the young
men lay down here and there in the cave and slept, and their dog stretched out at the
mouth of the cave so that it faced the opening. At first glance, it seemed that it was
guarding the cave.

The next day, Decius again held court and summoned the young men. He was
informed that they have disappeared from the city. He sent for their families and
inquired them about their sons. They expressed ignorance about their whereabouts.
Decius tried to find them but was unsuccessful.
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By the will of Allah, the young men went on sleepingin that cave-The days went by:
After about a year, Decius was killed in a battleAllah's creed was gaining popularity
with every passing day and people were leavingidolatry for it. Then a day came when

the whole region was rid of idolaters.

The people of the cave remained dormant and three hundred years passed by
Nobody disturbed their slumber. If by chance, somebody wandered towards these
parts, they did not try to venture in after seeing dog sitting on guard. People had
forgotten about them, and Decius's oppression had also become a part of bad
memories. The time had arrived to reveal this miracle of Allah before the people.
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elore, by the 01]4 §T ah,\one day 'the people of the cave Woke up.vUpon
- waking, their cend_itmn W\"Hfs’ame as. the peaple who wake up after a night or day's -
sleep,/and they-too were thihki gthat they had spent a night sleeping. After waking N
up, they talked with each other‘énd decided that ong of them shotild secretly go to the
r?(zi,ty and buyspfnefhing to eat, for who knowshowlon they will have fo stay in this N |

;A'a.vei They-were completely unaware that the world outside has transformed
Y ﬂtog\;:then !
{ ] cc\cl))rding-to theplan, one of them came to th city and saw'that the city has changed !
3

completely. Now'the WEIE] here b ar the sayings and/tea hings of Hazrat Isa (A.S)———
9] : { gs f \
\ote Was deeply amazed\He thonght that he h

z::}d 1\ his and come upon some
\} €r city. He asked a pa by the name of th city-and f%out that it is his own
v Lt \‘gﬂl am e Wen&.t'ajn inn to buy food. Here whemrhe gave money toxfbe\
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innkeeper for the food, the innkeeper was greatly surprised and he said, “These
coins are very old. Where did you get them?”

And then, the whole affair came to light. The young man was taken to the ruler of the
city and there he told the story of his companions. The ruler was astonished tohear
that, through Allah's will, they have spent three hundred years in that cave, and no
change has occurred in their appearance and age. Being witness to this miracle of
Allah, people's faith grew even stronger.

The ruler took his people and in a procession they went to the cave to bring the
rest of the young men to the city. The people of the city honored and entertained
them and requested them to live in the city. But the young men declined and said
that they will live in the same cave where they had spent three hundred years.
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So they went back in the cave and lived there the rest of their lives, After their passing
away, the people built there a house of prayer in their memory;

It seems impossible that a person sleeps for three hundred years and wakes up
without any change in his physical or mental condition but all of us should remember
that when it comes to the miracles of Allah, every impossible can become possible.
This is the lesson of the story of the People of the Cave that when somebody believes
in Allah and His attributes wholeheartedly, Allah makes impossible possible for him.



