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'IN THE PALACE OF PHAR

About five thousand years ago, the rulers of Egypt were called Pharaohs. A Pharaoh

used to be an absolute ruler and even claimed to be a, god. Hazrat Musa ( #4s) was
born in the time of such aruler.

At that time, Bani Israel, who were the descendants of Hazrat Yaqub (), used to
live in Egypt along with the Copts. The Copts belonged to the ruling elite and used to
oppress the BaniIsrael because they refused to bow down to the Pharaoh. BaniIsreal
suffered in silence and waited for the Prophet of Allah whose coming was prophesied
and who was to deliver them from this miserable life, -
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The Pharaoh heard about this prophecy. He made inquiries and found out that the
Bani Israel believe that a boy, who would be born among them, shall one day cause the
fall of the Pharaoh and lead them out of the Egypt. According to some traditions, he
had a dream in which he saw that a fire has burned down the whole city, except for the
seitlements of the Bani Israel. The interpreters of dreams interpreted it as the
coming of a man from Bani Israel who will cause the destruction of the Pharaoh.

To stop this dream from becoming a reality, the Pharaoh ordered that all the male
children of the Bani Israel be murdered at birth.
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His orders were carried out for a time but then his advisors told him that the Bani
Israel are used for the menial and low-level jobs that nobody else is prepared to do. If
the slaughter of their children continues like this, soon their race shall come to an
end, and there shall be nobody left to do the inferior works.

To avoid this outcome, a new decree was issued, according to which the male
children of the Bani Israel were to be slaughtered one year and be spared the next.
Hazrat Musa's ((#1¢) brother Hazrat Harun ( -.t) was born in the year when the
children were being spared so he remained safe. But Hazrat Musa (#-44) was born in
the year of the killing and so he drew his first breath in the shadow of death.
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Hazrat Musa's (#*4¢) mother nursed him secretly for a while, but it soon became
apparent that he shall be exposed and killed by the agents of the Pharaoh. Her
anxiety and worry knew no bounds. Then came the command of Allah. She was told

to put Hazrat Musa (r#4k) in a basket and float the basket in the River Nile. Allah
promised her that her son shall be returned to her one day.

Hazrat Musa's ( (#4¢) mother carried out this command. She nursed him, placed him

in a basket and then floated the basket in the river. However, she asked her daughter
to follow the course of the basket.
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The waves of the Nile became calm and gentle as soon as the basket touched the
surface of the water and it began to float smoothly and peacefully. Hazrat Musa's
(r-iv) sister followed its course on the riverbank. Eventually, the basket came to rest
on the riverbank near the palace of the Pharaoh. The servants of the Pharaoh saw the
basket, pulled it out and took it to the Pharaoh and his Queen, Bibi Aasia.

Unlike her husband, Bibi Aasia was a believer, merciful and kind-hearted. She had no
child of her own, and when she saw a beautiful boy smiling up at her from the basket, -

her heart went out to him. She said to the Pharaoh that she wanted to adopt this child
and raise him as her own.
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The Pharaoh agreed reluctantly. Bibi Aasia was overwhelmed with joy. She ordered
to arrange for a wet nurse for the baby. Several women came and tried to breasi-feed
the child but he refused to feed. Bibi Aasia was very worried by that. According to
some traditions, Hazrat Musa's (%4k) sister who had followed the basket into the
palace was also there. She had been asked why she was following the course of the
basket, and she had replied that she was doing it out of curiosity. When she saw the
Queen's anxiety, she said that she knew a lady whose milk the child shall not refuse.
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Upon Bibi Aasia's asking, she went and brought her mother. Hazrat Musa (A.S.)
immediately began to suckle when put to his mother's breast. Bibi Aasia was very
happy to see that and appointed Hazrat Musa's (+4&) mother as her nurse.

Thus Allah kept all His promises. He saved Hazrat Musa ( (&) from death and then
reunited him with his mother. Hazrat Musa ( (i) grew up in the palace of his sworn
enemy and ultimately caused his ruin.
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Allah works in mysterious ways. We humans, being of narrow mind and short sight,
cannot understand it and so we let ourselves be plagued by worries and doubts. If we
put all our faith in Allah, and believe that whatever happens, happens for a reason,
we shall never be bothered by anxiety, fear or doubts.



