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IN THE BELLY OF FISH

Throughout the history, it has never happened that a people are to be subjected to the
wrath of Allah, and in the nick of time, they begin to repent, asking for forgiveness
and the Allah takes His retribution back. Only one nation was granted this reprieve.
It was the nation of Hazrat Yunus ¢*1¥) which is mentioned in Quran in Surah Anbiya.
Hazrat Yunus (1-4¢) is also known by the name, Zun-noon.

These people lived in Nineveh which was situated in the present-day northern Irag
and was the capital of Assyrian kingdom. When they went too far in their
transgressions and wrongdoings, Allah sent Hazrat Yunus (4s) towards them, to
bring them back to the Right Path. For a long time, Hazrat Yunus () struggled to
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return them to the Right Path but nobody paid any heed to him. Exasperated, he said
to them, “If you do not mend your ways, Allah's wrath will fall upon you and every
door to your deliverance shall be closed.”

Even this forewarning did not affect theses people. They said, “Let it happen if it has
to happen. We are not about to be afraid of your threats.”

This disappointed Hazrat Yunus ((+4r) to no end. He thought that Allah's wrath is
about to descend upon this city. I should go away from here. But Allah had not yet
commanded him to do so.

As soon as he left the city, red clouds began to gather in the sky. It seemed that the air
has caught fire. This made people Very nervous.
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They realized that the foretold wrath has arrived. They recalled the accounts of the
people who had been destroyed by Allah's wrath before them. They realized that
Allah, towards whom Hazrat Yunus ( e ) used to call them, is the true God and
worthy of their worship. As soon as they realized the error of their ways, all of them
gathered on a mountain and, among wails and tears, began asking for forgiveness.
Allah took mercy upon their wailing and erying and the wrath was ordered back. The
red clouds disappeared and the sky cleared up. Everybody was greatly relieved to
see that. They paid gratitude to Allah and collectively decided that they would follow
the teachings of Hazrat Yunus (74 and make him theirleader.
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With this intention, they began searching for Hazrat Yunus (r%1k), buthe had already
left. After leaving the city, he went to the river and boarded a small ship so that he
could go away from this land as quickly as possible, which in his opinion was about to
be devastated.

But Allah had not asked him to leave his people. He had taken leave of his
responsibilities without permission. Now Allah had to teach him a lesson.

And so He did. When the ship, leaving the river, arrived in open waters of the sea, a
storm struck. The ship was seized by choppy waves and began to flounder. Every
passenger was deeply perturbed by the appearance of the storm out of nowhere. The
crew of the ship began to throw spare goods overboard, so that the ship's burden
could be decreased. But it did not make any difference. The storm's severity
threatened to rip the ship apart at any moment.
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Seeing this, an oarsman said, “I have heard that if a slave runs away from his master
and boards a ship, the ship is struck by storm. It seems that we have slave.among us
who has run away from his master. Unless this slave is taken off the ship, we shall not
be able to get rid of this storm.”

Hearing this, Hazrat Yunus (1% realized what a grave error he has committed. He
had left his people without permission from Allah. He said, “You are right. I am that
slave who has run away from his master. You should throwme in the sea.”

People were surprised to hear this. One of them said, “Your face is glowing with
nobility. How ean you commit such an error?”
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Hazrat Yunus (4 ) tried to make them believe him but they said that they should
drawlots. Any person whose name comes up, shall have to jump into the water.

When they drew the lots, the name of Hazrat Yunus (/1) came up. To satisfy
themselves, people drew lots again. Again the name of Hazrat Yunus (/#4¢) came up.
And it happened the third time too. Hazrat Yunus (/%4+) said, “I have already told you
that I am that slave. Now the only thing for me to do is to jump off this ship.” Saying
this, he jumped into the water.

As soon as, he struck the water, a giant fish lunged at him, swallowing him whole.
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Though the traditions only point out that the fish was of a very large size, the
evidence suggests that it was a whale because no other fish in the ocean is bigger
thanit.

In the pitch-dark prison of this fish's belly, Hazrat Yunus (¥4 ) remained for forty
days, and continuously asked Allah for forgiveness in these words:

“There is no deity except You; exalted are You. Indeed, I have been of the
wrongdoers." (21:87)
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\ At longlast, his prayers were answered. Allah ordered and the fish disgorged him on
the beach. The long time spent in the fish's belly had greatly weakened his body and
softened his skin. The rays of the sun struck him like needles but he suffered it with
complete patience and never made any complain. By Allah's command, 4 vine grew
there to provide him shelter from the sun's rays. A doe was tasked to provide him with
milk everyday. Gradually his condition improved and one day, he was fully recovered.
After recovery, he went back to his people. They were very happy to see him. His

teachings not only saved his people from Allah's retribution but also managed to
succeed in the both the worlds.
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